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Northern Kentucky Replacement Project

Project Background 
Duke Energy regularly evaluates our natural gas 
delivery system across Northern Kentucky. Through 
this process, we’ve identified the need to upgrade and 
replace sections of our AM07 pipeline, parts of which 
have been in service since the 1950s. 

Overall, we will be replacing about 14 miles of the 
AM07 line and associated regulator stations in 
Northern Kentucky over the next several years to 
achieve compliance with federal pipeline regulations. 
This upgrade work is referred to as the Northern 
Kentucky Replacement Project. 

Replacement of some sections of this line is 
required under recent changes to federal regulations 
titled, “Pipeline Safety: Safety of Gas Transmission 
Pipelines: MAOP Reconfirmation, Expansion of 
Assessment Requirements, and Other Related 
Amendments.” This is commonly referred to as the 
“Mega Rule.” (See sidebar below for more information 
about the Mega Rule.)

This Northern Kentucky Replacement Project will 
bring an enhanced natural gas delivery system to the 
area. It will replace 70-year-old infrastructure with 
modern pipelines constructed of robust steel with 
state-of-the-art safety monitoring equipment and 
inspection technologies.

The project will begin in Boone County and continue 
east into Kenton County. 

What is the Mega Rule?
§  The Mega Rule went into effect in July 2020. 

§  More than 300,000 miles of transmission 
pipeline in the United States are covered by 
the Mega Rule.

§  It is designed to increase the level of safety 
associated with the transportation of natural 
gas as well as the operation of natural gas 
infrastructure. 

Safety Is Our Top Priority 
Safety, security and environmental stewardship are core values 
at Duke Energy. Our projects are designed, constructed, tested, 
maintained and operated to the highest safety standards, as required 
by law. The Northern Kentucky Replacement Project will bring an 
enhanced natural gas delivery system to our customers. Safety 
features include: 

§  Higher grade of steel

§  Increased pipe wall thickness

§  Pipe installed deeper, minimum 4 feet deep

§   Sophisticated in-line inspection tools are used to monitor the 
condition of the line

§  Monitoring the pipeline pressure 24/7, 365 days per year 

§   Remote control shut-off valves used to support maintenance 
activities and to shut off the gas supply if necessary

§   Cathodic protection coating on steel pipelines to prevent corrosion

Existing AM07 Line (partial route shown) 
The map below shows a few miles of the 14-mile AM07 line. Only 
certain sections of this line will be replaced and upgraded as part 
of the Northern Kentucky Replacement Project. The new route for 
the replacement sections may not be the same route as the existing 
infrastructure. Phase 1 route evaluations began in summer 2021 and 
Phase 2 route evaluations will begin in May 2022.



Possible Phase 1 and 2 Project Schedule

Key Benefits

ü Replace & Upgrade Existing Natural Gas   
       Infrastructure

Seventy-year-old natural gas infrastructure will be 
replaced with a modern pipeline constructed from 
stronger materials with state-of-the-art monitoring 
equipment and inspection technology. Replacing 
infrastructure that has been around since the 1950s 
is the prudent thing to do.

ü Regulatory Compliance

Our system must be upgraded from time to time. 

ü Enhance Our Natural Gas System

The upgraded pipeline will allow us to enhance our 
natural gas system to continue to provide safe and 
reliable service to Northern Kentucky customers for 
decades to come.
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Construction 
Our goal is to minimize construction impacts, so our teams 
dedicate much of their planning time to evaluate each step of 
the process, from preconstruction through restoration. 

We realize that construction can be disruptive and challenging 
for customers, but we are committed to working with every 
neighborhood along the route to make the process as smooth 
as possible by: 

§   Communicating with property owners to negotiate 
easements and discuss expectations during construction  
and restoration

§   Working closely with local communities to help ensure 
pedestrian and traffic safety during construction

§   Doing our best to restore our neighborhoods to their  
preconstruction condition, within acceptable parameters

We will be notifying property owners in the replacement area 
of upcoming field survey work. These notifications will go out 
via postcard or letter. 

Project 
Activity

Phase 1 
Schedule

Phase 2 
Schedule

Route studies, 
field surveys 
and design

2021 2022

Permitting/land 
acquisition 2022 2023

Construction 2023 2024
Final 
restoration 2023-2024 2024-2025


