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BUTLER COUNTY PHASE 2 
NATURAL GAS REPLACEMENT PROJECT

Project Background 
Duke Energy will be replacing about 5-6 miles of 
natural gas line in Monroe, Lemon Township and 
Liberty Township over the next several years to achieve 
compliance with federal pipeline regulations. The map on 
this page shows the section of this pipeline that needs 
to be replaced, as well as the two potential routes under 
consideration for the replacement. 

This upgrade, known as the Butler County Phase 2 
Natural Gas Replacement Project, will bring an enhanced 
natural gas delivery system to the area by replacing 
60-plus-year-old infrastructure with modern pipelines
built with state-of-the-art safety, monitoring and
inspection features.

OPSB Application and Oversight
Duke Energy plans to submit a full application for 
the replacement pipeline to the Ohio Power Siting 
Board (OPSB) in early 2023. If the OPSB approves 
Duke Energy’s application, the pipeline will be 
built, operated and maintained in accordance with 
U.S. Department of Transportation Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) 
standards. The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
(PUCO) will have the responsibility of supervising 
all inspections. Duke Energy is therefore subject to 
regulation at both state and federal levels.

Overview of Project
§ The pipeline will be approximately 5-6 miles long and
    located in Butler County.

§  We anticipate filing an application with the Ohio Power
Siting Board (OPSB) under Case No. 22-1072-GA-BTX,
asking for approval of the project, in early 2023. (See
sidebar for more information about the application.)

§  Construction will begin in 2024 and wrap up in 2026.
The existing pipeline will then be retired and abandoned
in place.

§  Property restoration along the construction route will be
complete in 2025-2026, and the line will be ready for
service in 2026.

Key Project Benefits
§  Replace and upgrade the existing natural gas line with a

modern pipeline constructed with a more robust steel
and a fusion-bonded epoxy coating to prevent corrosion.

§  Maintain regulatory compliance with the Mega Rule.
The Mega Rule went into effect in July 2020 to
increase the level of safety associated with the
transportation of natural gas, as well as the operation of
natural gas infrastructure.

§  Enhance our natural gas system so we can continue to
provide reliable service to southwest Ohio customers for
years to come.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Why doesn’t Duke Energy build the replacement line in 
the same location as the existing line?  
There are currently two Duke Energy natural gas lines 
within the existing easement corridor. In order to maintain 
the integrity of the line that will be kept in service nearby, 
we need to find an alternative location to construct the 
replacement infrastructure. Adding a third line would 
not be possible in that same existing corridor while 
maintaining the integrity of the operating pipeline. 

Is the size of the new line the same as the existing line 
that is being replaced? 
The new line will be a like-sized replacement of the 
existing line.   

How will we know when a route is chosen? 
Duke energy will submit an application to the OPSB in 
which it will name a preferred route and an alternate 
route. The OPSB will then decide which of these routes 
to approve, not approve or approve with adjustments. 
If the OPSB approves a route, Duke Energy will send 
notification letters to all landowners to let them know if 
they are or are not along the approved route.  

What happens to the existing pipeline? 
After the new natural gas line is installed, the existing 
pipeline will be retired and abandoned in place. 

How long will construction take on each property? 
Construction on each property typically takes a few 
weeks, not including restoration, but may vary greatly 
depending on the size of the lot and other factors.  

How can I contact the OPSB if I have questions?  
For questions relating to Case No. 22-1072-GA-BTX, 
you can call the OPSB at 866.270.6772, email 
contactOPSB@puc.state.oh.us, or visit the website at 
https://opsb.ohio.gov/opsb.

Construction 
We realize that pipeline construction can be disruptive 
and challenging for customers, but we are committed to 
working with neighbors along the pipeline route to make 
the process as smooth as possible by: 

§  Communicating with property owners to negotiate
easements and discuss expectations during construction
and restoration

§  Working closely with local communities to help ensure
traffic safety during construction

§  Doing our best to restore properties to their
preconstruction condition, within acceptable parameters

Safety Is Our Top Priority 
Safety, security and environmental stewardship are core 
values at Duke Energy. Our natural gas projects are 
designed, constructed, tested, maintained and operated to 
the highest safety standards as required by law and Duke 
Energy’s additional safety policies.

We employ highly trained staff to operate our pipeline 
systems and work closely with emergency responders to 
ensure they have the resources and information to assist 
in any situation involving the pipeline. 

Once the pipeline is commissioned, there are requirements 
mandated by the code of federal regulations that ensure 
it is maintained and operated safely according to a robust 
program. The requirements include:

§ Monitoring the pipeline 24/7, 365 days per year

§ Remote control shut-off valves used to support
maintenance activities and to shut off the gas supply
if necessary

§ Cathodic protection coating to prevent corrosion

TO LEARN MORE: VISIT:   duke-energy.com/butlercountyph2
CALL:   513.287.2130
EMAIL: butlercountyph2@etc-online.com


