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Why is Duke Energy evaluating an alternative water supply for certain properties around the 

Noblesville Station?   

Noblesville Station used to burn coal to produce electricity; today it uses natural gas. Decades ago, 
the accepted industry practice for coal-burning plants such as Noblesville was to deposit coal ash, a 
byproduct of electricity production, in on-site ash fills. As part of a companywide effort, we have been 
studying how coal ash is managed at our power plants and have installed groundwater test wells on 
our plant properties. 
 
After installing groundwater test wells around our Noblesville site, we also offered to test, at no cost, 
the private wells of residents near the plant, generally within a half-mile radius of the on-site ash fill 
areas. We found elevated boron concentrations in some of the nearby private wells we tested. 
 
As part of an agreement with the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM), Duke 
Energy is evaluating alternative water supply options for those properties near our Noblesville power 
plant where we have identified boron levels near or above the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) advisory guidelines. 
 

What is boron?

Boron is a naturally occurring element found in rocks, soil and water. While it is essential to a healthy 
diet, as with any other mineral or nutrient, consuming too much may cause adverse health impacts. 
While there are no federal or Indiana regulations governing boron concentrations in groundwater or 
drinking water, the EPA has developed informal health advisory guidelines for boron in drinking water. 
You can find a link to the boron health advisory guideline at duke-energy.com/Noblesville. 
 

How is Duke Energy determining who would receive the alternative water supply? 

Since 2016, Duke Energy has been evaluating the water quality of private wells near our Noblesville 
power plant. We’ve used independent contractors to collect and analyze water samples. The analytical 
results are compared to IDEM and EPA standards and, out of an abundance of caution, we offered 
bottled water to properties where boron concentrations equaled or exceeded the EPA’s informal 
advisory guidelines. 
 
Those properties affected by the former coal plant operations will be offered a permanent alternative 
water supply in accordance with our agreement with IDEM. Additionally, Duke Energy has reached out 
to offer sampling to other properties near the station that may potentially be affected. We will continue 
to offer private water well tests to these neighbors to identify the affected properties. 
  

What water supply options are being evaluated? When will the decision be made?  

We have committed to IDEM that we will identify an alternative water supply option(s) for affected 
property owners by Oct. 30, 2018. Options we are evaluating include the installation of deeper private 
wells to replace current wells, installation of a local treatment system for each property’s well, and 
extension of the Indiana American Water (IAW) line to the area to serve the affected properties. 
Currently, the IAW water line ends at the intersection of East 206th Street and Edith Avenue. 
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If a water line is installed, how will the route be determined?  

There are many factors that will help determine if the water line is installed and, if so, what route it will 
take to reach the affected properties. We need to survey the ground elevations along the proposed 
path to determine the best route. We have hired an engineering firm (HWC Engineering) with 
experience designing and installing water mains to evaluate potential routes and conduct the survey. 
The survey process typically involves marking areas with flags, stakes and/or marking paint.  
 
Please note that such surveying marks do not necessarily indicate that a water line will be installed 
and, if so, where the water line will go. If the water line option is chosen to provide the alternative 
water supply, we will reach out to properties that will be affected by construction of the water line, once 
the best route is determined.  
 

If the water line is near my home but my well doesn’t have boron elevations, can I connect to it? 

If the decision is made to install the water line, property owners located along the route can contact 
Indiana American Water to determine if they can connect to it. They would follow the water company’s 
typical process to connect. 
 

How can I be sure my property has not been impacted by the former plant operations? Will 

Duke Energy test my well?  

We have contacted residents close to the Noblesville Station to offer private well tests. If Duke 
Energy has previously contacted you about testing your well but your property has not yet been 
tested, and you would like your well sampled, please contact either Rebecca Warren (317.838.2161, 
Rebecca.Warren@duke-energy.com) or Owen Schwartz (317.838.6027, Owen.Schwartz@duke-
energy.com). We will sample your well at no charge. If you have any questions about well testing, 
you can also find more information at duke-energy.com/Noblesville.   
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