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Noblesville Generating Station Well Monitoring 

Background 

Over the past two years, Duke Energy has been studying Noblesville Station and its 
coal ash deposits as part of a company wide effort. Today, the Noblesville plant 
burns natural gas to produce electricity, but it used to burn coal, and coal ash  
was a byproduct of electricity production.  

We are now taking a comprehensive look at our plants across the states  
we serve to determine how best to address current and former coal ash  
management practices. As part of our overall plan, we have installed test 
wells at the Noblesville plant to evaluate groundwater.   

Duke Energy Offers and Conducts Testing for Residents Near the Plant 

Starting in December 2016, Duke Energy mailed letters to approximately  
200 residents near the Noblesville plant offering to test their wells. In some 
cases, we also made door-to-door contacts to raise awareness. 

To date, ninety property owners agreed to testing. As with the monitoring  
we conducted on our plant site, an independent lab conducted the testing 
and evaluation.  

While there are no federal or state limits governing boron concentrations  
in groundwater, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has developed 
guidelines for boron in drinking water. Seventeen wells had elevations of boron  
near or above the EPA’s most protective health advisory level. Although boron  
is essential to a healthy diet, as with any other mineral or nutrient,  
consuming too much of it can cause adverse health impacts.   

Out of an abundance of caution, until we find a permanent solution to eliminate boron 
at levels above EPA’s most protective health advisory level, we have offered bottled 
water to those private well owners who had boron elevations near or above the most 
protective EPA guideline. We have shared all of the private well sampling results with 
property owners, the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM),  
the Indiana State Department of Health and the Hamilton County Health Department. 
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Agreement With Indiana Department of Environmental Management 

On Jan. 31, 2018, we reached an agreement with the Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management that includes future activities to address the site. 
Under the order: 

§ Within 90 days, the company will submit to IDEM a plan to address
drinking water impacts from the coal ash management areas.

§ The company will either find an alternative water supply (municipal water
hookup) for those affected or treat their drinking water to reduce boron
levels in the water.

§ The company will submit a plan to limit contaminants migrating off our
plant site.

§ Within 180 days, the company will submit a closure plan for the coal ash
management areas that will appropriately address the issues we have found.

All of these plans have to be reviewed and approved by the Department 
of Environmental Management. 

The agreement with the Department of Environmental Management also includes 
a $17,500 civil penalty recognizing that, although the ash was managed in 
accordance with the applicable laws in effect at the time, the presence of boron  
in the ash has affected the environment.  


