
Additional information
Learn more about how Duke Energy manages 
trees and vegetation at duke-energy.com/trees.

Tree finder search engines 
Please refer to the following websites to help 
identify trees and shrubs that meet compatible 
species guidelines. 

Morton Arboretum:
mortonarb.org/trees-plants/search-trees/search-all-
trees-and-plants

Arbor Day Foundation:
arborday.org/shopping/trees/treewizard/intro.cfm

Questions?
Call your area’s Customer Care Center and ask 
to speak to your local asset protection specialist 
about tree compatibility.

Duke Energy Progress: 800.452.2777

Duke Energy Carolinas: 800.777.9898

Duke Energy Florida: 800.700.8744

Duke Energy Indiana: 800.521.2232

Duke Energy Ohio/Kentucky: 800.544.6900

Call Before You Dig
No matter what type of tree you decide to plant, 
always call before you dig. Simply call 811 to 
have underground utilities located at least two 
business days before you plan to plant. You also 
can use the online process at Call811.com.  
This service is free.

Overview
Trees can add beauty to your home or business 
and shade to boost your energy efficiency. But 
trees and other vegetation are also one of the 
leading causes of power outages for utilities. To 
provide reliable service and minimize outages, 
it is important that we efficiently and effectively 
maintain trees and other vegetation along the 
lines that deliver power to our customers. 

High-voltage transmission lines provide large 
amounts of electricity over long distances. The 
transmission lines in your community are part 
of the larger, interconnected grid system that 
powers an entire region, not just the community 
through which the lines run. 

Duke Energy manages its grid to provide 
reliable operation of transmission facilities while 
adhering to regulations and easement rights. 

Duke Energy’s vegetation management program 
is designed to control the growth of incompatible 
vegetation near its electric lines to help provide 
safe and reliable service to our customers.

Integrated vegetation management
Duke Energy hires qualified, trained tree 
personnel to inspect and manage vegetation  
that poses a threat to our power lines. We use 
an integrated vegetation management approach 
to maintain safe and reliable transmission 
facilities by identifying compatible vegetation, 
considering action thresholds and using 
treatments to promote low-growing plants. 

These practices foster stable plant communities 
that resist tall-growing species, helping to 
provide reliable electric service.

Managing trees 
near transmission 

power lines

Transmission Vegetation Management
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Managing transmission easements
Unlike the power lines you see along local streets, 
high-voltage transmission lines are typically 
constructed on large metal towers or wooden 
structures located within Duke Energy’s easements 
or fee-owned properties. Incompatible vegetation 
is periodically managed in and along these 
easements and properties. 

Incompatible vegetation 
The dense growth of incompatible vegetation can 
block access to our equipment. By clearing this 
kind of vegetation, we are better able to inspect 
and to maintain our facilities.

Incompatible vegetation within or outside the 
transmission right of way matures to a height 
or size that poses a grow-in, fall-in, or blowing-
together threat to the power line or transmission 
conductor or is in a location that blocks or 
limits access to facilities during maintenance or 
emergency restoration activities.  

Low-growing compatible vegetation
Low-growing vegetation just outside the right  
of way typically does not pose problems with  
our facilities. However, such vegetation located 
within the easement is subject to removal.  

Compatible vegetation may include:

 § Vegetation with a maximum mature height of  
15 feet or less.

 § Ornamental and landscaped vegetation that 
matures taller than 15 feet and does not present 
a grow-in, fall-in or blowing-together threat to 
a power line. The assessment of what poses 
a grow-in, fall-in or blowing-together risk will 
be made from time to time by Duke Energy’s 
trained personnel, in their sole discretion.

 § Vegetation no closer horizontally on the ground  
than 25 feet from any Duke Energy ground-
mounted structures (towers, poles, guy wires, etc.).

Maintained and non-maintained areas  
Typically, cut branches and brush are not left in  
maintained areas, such as a maintained or landscaped 
yard. Cut vegetation is usually left in a non-maintained 
area, such as unimproved or natural areas.

The North American Electric Reliability Corp. 
(NERC) regulates electric transmission lines of 
200 kilovolts (kV) or more. Some transmission 
lines below 200 kV may be designated as 
NERC circuits if deemed critical. All vegetation 
identified as incompatible will be evaluated 
and removed in all areas.

Non-NERC lines typically transmit less 
than 200 kV. Incompatible vegetation 
within maintained and landscaped areas 
will be managed by proper arboricultural 
pruning; however, removal will be required if 
management is not viable. In non-maintained 
and non-landscaped areas, all vegetation 
identified as incompatible will be evaluated 
and removed.


