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Aug. 25, 2017

Dear Weatherspoon Plant neighbor,

Duke Energy is making important progress in safely closing coal ash basins in North Carolina. I want to 
update you on our ash removal project for the Weatherspoon Plant, which is scheduled to get underway soon. 
 
Coal ash removal and recycling project 
 
We will excavate the Weatherspoon ash basin, which contains 2.5 million tons of coal ash, and recycle the 
material into cement products. The ash will be sent by truck to two cement kilns in South Carolina.

Recycling coal ash presents an opportunity to use this valuable material, which reduces costs for managing 
the material while providing numerous environmental and structural benefits. Construction products made 
with coal ash are stronger and more durable. Recycling coal ash in this way also reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions. Basin ash can be used in cement production with minimal reprocessing.

Our team analyzed various routes and designed the ash transportation plan to minimize impacts to neighbors 
and the community as a whole. The plan includes new trucks with tight-fitting covers, truck wash stations 
and other dust controls, limiting truck traffic in excavation areas, strictly observing speed limits and using 
other best management practices.  
 
Truck haul routes 
 
We will remove ash from the site and transport it to the South Carolina cement manufacturing plants. Duke 
Energy evaluated potential haul routes from the plant site to I-95. Routes were selected based on safety 
considerations – such as the number of turns and stops – and to minimize disruption to the community.

We plan to transport during daylight hours with a fleet of 25 trucks making two round trips per day. The 
actual number of trucks leaving the site each day may vary depending on weather and seasonal cement 
demand. Ash removal from the plant is expected to continue through 2027.
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Caring for our neighbors 
 
Duke Energy is committed to the communities we serve. The Weatherspoon Plant provided power to this 
community and the region for 62 years. We continue to invest in the community through partnerships and 
grants, including $50,000 to assist with Hurricane Matthew recovery and rebuilding efforts in Robeson 
County, more than $230,000 to Robeson Community College, and $100,000 to UNC Pembroke over the last 
four years. 

On behalf of Duke Energy, I appreciate your patience and understanding as we begin work to close the ash 
basin at the retired plant site and build a smarter energy future. We are committed to doing so in ways that 
are safe for the environment and our community. If you have questions about this process, please feel free 
to contact me at 910.944.5322 or David.McNeill@duke-energy.com. You can also visit our site-specific 
webpage at duke-energy.com/Weatherspoon. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David McNeill 
District Manager


