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Duke Energy moving forward with regulatory approvals to excavate 
coal ash at Sutton Plant 
 
WILMINGTON, N.C. – Duke Energy released the following statement regarding the 
issuance today by the N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources of draft 
wastewater and stormwater permits for the Sutton Plant in Wilmington.  

We continue to deliver on our commitment to safely and effectively close ash basins at 
all of our coal plants across the Carolinas. Receiving the draft wastewater and 
stormwater permits for Sutton Plant is an important step in procuring the necessary 
approvals to begin excavation of coal ash at the site.  

Permit modifications are required to dewater existing ash basins and for other 
excavation operations. Regulators have included additional provisions and more 
stringent limits in the draft permit to ensure water quality remains protected as we work 
toward closing ash basins at the site.  

While the state’s proposed reclassification of Sutton Lake from its designed function as 
a power plant cooling pond to “waters of the state” has affected some of the work at the 
site, we continue to move forward and work through the permitting process with our 
regulator. We are hopeful of receiving all remaining approvals needed to begin coal ash 
excavation work at Sutton Plant as soon as possible.  

Ongoing activity to close ash basins 

 Ash excavation is underway at three Carolinas sites, W.S. Lee Steam Station 

(Williamston, S.C.), Riverbend Steam Station (Mt. Holly, N.C.), and the Asheville 

(N.C.) Electric Generating Plant. 

 Significant site preparation work is underway at the Sutton Plant (Wilmington, 

N.C.) and the Dan River Steam Station (Eden, N.C.) as the company prepares to 

excavate ash and permanently store ash in landfills on plant property. 

 Recommendations have been announced to excavate coal ash at the Cape Fear 

Plant (Moncure, N.C.), H.F. Lee Plant (Goldsboro, N.C.), W.H. Weatherspoon 

Plant (Lumberton, N.C.), and one basin at the Cliffside Steam Station 

(Mooresboro, N.C.).  

http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/guest/duke-npdes-permits
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/guest/duke-npdes-permits


Duke Energy News Release 2 

 Duke Energy continues to study the best closure options for Allen Steam Station 

(Belmont, N.C.), Belews Creek Steam Station (Belews Creek, N.C.), Buck Steam 

Station (Salisbury, N.C.), two basins at the Cliffside Steam Station (Mooresboro, 

N.C.), Marshall Steam Station (Terrell, N.C.), Mayo Plant (Roxboro, N.C.), and 

the Roxboro Plant (Semora, N.C.).  

 The company unveiled a $1.1 billion plan to retire the Asheville Electric 

Generating Plant early, replacing it with cleaner natural gas and solar, ending the 

coal era in Asheville. 

Duke Energy 

Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 250 company traded on the 
New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the 
company is available at duke-energy.com.   
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