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For frequently requested uses, please contact an Asset Protection Specialist for additional information.
 ■ In some cases, Duke Energy purchases land from a property owner for substations or transmission lines, called fee-owned 

land. Duke Energy will continue to own the land, but in some cases the company can allow some limited agricultural use on 
the property.

 ■ In other cases, Duke Energy purchases an easement for a transmission line. An easement is the right to use part of someone 
else’s land. The property owner continues to own the land but allows the company to use the land for electrical equipment.

 ■ Duke Energy understands landowners want to use transmission right-of-way for many purposes. We encourage uses that are 
safe for the public and our employees that do not interfere with the reliable operation and maintenance of the line. 

 ■ Duke Energy allows restricted uses within its transmission right-of-way with prior written approval from an Asset 
Protection Specialist.

 ■ In some cases, low-growing shrubs, bushes, hedges, flowers, grasses or other plants may be planted within Duke Energy 
transmission right-of-way.

 ■ Septic tanks or related drain fields, wells, burial grounds or other similar structures are not allowed within Duke Energy 
transmission right-of-way.

Maintenance of rights-of-way

 ■ Periodically (approximately every four to eight years depending on the area and other variables), the company will clear the 
easement area of trees and plants that prevent access, endanger our lines or facilities or reach mature heights incompatible 
with respect to their location in the easement.

 ■ Trees are considered dangerous if they can fall into lines and endanger the operation of the transmission line. Dangerous 
trees will be cut or removed.

 ■ Trees with branches that grow into the transmission right-of-way will be pruned to maintain safe distances from the 
transmission lines. 

 ■ Trees are not permitted in the Wire Zone (the area underneath lines and beyond to allow for the movement of the lines). 

 ■ Trees in the Border Zone (from outside edge of Wire Zone to outside edge of the transmission right-of-way) that reach a 
mature height of 15 feet or more will be removed. 

 ■ Under normal conditions, Duke Energy can directly access the transmission right-of-way for construction, maintenance and 
operation activities under the rights granted by the easement or through existing public roads. 

For additional information, please go to duke-energy.com/community/trees-and-rights-of-way/what-can-you-do-in-right-of-
way/transmission-lines-guidelines-and-restrictions

More information and contact: 
duke-energy.com/Aero 

MWOhioTransmission@duke-enegy.com  
888.827.5116


