
Ash Management Update 
Noblesville Station

Duke Energy is committed to managing coal ash in 
ways that put safety first, protect the environment, 
minimize impacts to communities and manage costs. 
We have submitted plans to the Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management (IDEM) to permanently  
close the historic ash placement areas on the Noblesville 
Station property.

From the 1950s to 1980s, ash from Noblesville Station’s 
operations was placed in dry piles above ground on 
our site, not using ponds (ash basins) that are found at 
many other coal plants. After extensive study, we plan 
to consolidate this historic ash into one location within 
our property, safely cover it with an engineered cap that 
prevents water from contacting the ash, then conduct  
long-term sampling and monitoring for the next 30 years  
to ensure there are no environmental issues.

Based on science and engineering: Independent 
experts, along with Duke Energy engineers and 
environmental professionals, researched all our 
facilities to develop unique ash closure plans that 
meet state and federal standards. As proposed, the 
consolidated ash placement area at Noblesville  
Station will be covered by a multilayer engineered 
capping system consisting of:
•  Waterproof geomembrane
•  Geocomposite drainage layer
•  30-inch protective soil layer
•  6-inch vegetative layer topped with grass

The detailed closure plan can be found posted at  
duke-energy.com/noblesville or on the IDEM website 
at vfc.idem.in.gov/DocumentSearch.aspx (IDEM 
document #82582356). 

Environmental protections: Consolidating and capping the ash on our property eliminates the need for new disposal 
locations, lowers emissions from trucks that would have to haul excavated ash elsewhere, and reduces the overall disruption 
to neighboring communities. The proposed closure plan also accelerates how quickly the work can be safely completed. The 
plan includes extraction wells to limit migration of impacted groundwater from going off our property, and test results from an 
extensive network of groundwater monitoring wells will be submitted to IDEM quarterly to ensure ongoing plan compliance. 

Meeting state and federal standards: Duke Energy is committed to the health, safety and well-being of the communities 
we serve and to protecting the environment and natural resources. All recommended closure plans are subject to necessary 
approvals from IDEM and will comply with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regulations. 

We’re closing ash placement areas in ways that:

Manage  
costs

Protect the  
environment 

Minimize impact 
to communities

Put safety  
first 

Noblesville Station

County: Hamilton, Indiana

Commercial date: 1950

Plant status: Coal plant 
decommissioned 2003;  
operating combined-cycle 
natural gas plant

http://duke-energy.com/noblesville
https://vfc.idem.in.gov/documentSearch.aspx


Site overview: When coal is burned, it creates multiple coal combustion products, including fly ash, a fine-grained  
powdery material, and bottom ash, which is a coarser, granular material collected from the bottom of coal-fired boilers.  
That material, totaling approximately 582,500 cubic yards at Noblesville Station, will be permanently and safely managed 
on plant property. 
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