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SMART UPGRADES FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND COST SAVINGS 
Callen Manufacturing in Fountain Inn, S.C., is an aluminum and zinc die-casting facility. 
They produce door cabinet locks, meter and control devices, high-end bird feeders and other 
products. Callen’s die-casting equipment operates under critical parameters and is monitored 
continuously to ensure quality. Much of this equipment was originally pneumatic and required 
large amounts of compressed air to operate. This machinery was recently upgraded from 
pneumatic to hydraulic, which requires significantly less compressed air, but the large 
compressors continued to operate inefficiently. Consequently, electricity was the plant’s 
largest expense, and they were seeking ways to reduce energy usage and cost. 

Working with Duke Energy’s Smart $aver® team, Callen found a solution to these energy 
challenges. The team put Callen in touch with a qualified trade ally who monitored the 
company’s existing air compressor equipment and recommended replacement of the existing 
large air compressors with smaller “right-sized” air compressors.

After replacing the oversized air compressors, Callen not only saw a reduction in compressor 
use, but it also saw a reduction of noise in the plant. While this noise was not an initial focus 
of the project, Callen was pleased with the extra benefit, and employees no longer have to use 
ear plugs in this section of the facility.

 

Our energy costs were our  
No. 1 expense until the team 
at Duke Energy helped us find 
solutions. The entire process 
was seamless – and now we’re 
saving energy and money 
every day.

–  Bobby Admire,  
Plant Manager

“

”

READY TO SEE WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOUR BUSINESS?  
Visit duke-energy.com/SmartUpgrades to get started. 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS 

Total project costs:

Approximately $40,000
Duke Energy incentive:

$16,206
Annual energy savings: 

$14,152
Payback: 

1.5 years

Join the growing number of 
building owners making the 
strategic decision to invest in 
energy-efficient upgrades and 
improvements. Customers are 
also eligible for special cash-
back offers to help them pay  
for improvements.  

Smart $aver is available to 
customers in all states Duke 
Energy serves, except Duke 
Energy Florida, where alternative 
options are available.


