Logistics
Here’s the best way we can help you:
Call Duke Energy before logging near or
using our transmission right of way.

Safety is your
responsibility
when working
around high-voltage
transmission lines.
You’ve got a difficult job to do. And we
want you to do it safely. Plus, when logging
activities interfere with transmission lines,
your operations and ours are impacted.
Help keep your loggers safe and eliminate
electric outages so that we both can deliver
for our customers.
This brochure contains important
information for:

Contact us
For more information, please visit
duke-energy.com/trees or call:
Duke Energy Carolinas
800.777.9898 or 800.POWERON
Duke Energy Indiana
800.521.2232
Duke Energy Kentucky or Ohio
800.544.6900
Duke Energy Progress
800.452.2777
Duke Energy Florida
800.700.8744
Download a copy of this brochure at:
duke-energy.com/logging-safety-brochure
Watch a logging safety video at:
duke-energy.com/LogSafe

¡¡
Timber producers
¡¡
Logging companies
¡¡
Landowners
¡¡
Sawmills
¡¡
Logging safety companies
¡¡
Grading contractors

Be Logical. Stay safe.
Keeping loggers safe while working
near transmission power lines.

Your safety is important.
Electric transmission lines can pose
a serious risk of injury or death to
loggers and damage their equipment.
Operating logging decks or using
unapproved roads can be dangerous.
Staying safe.
In the course of doing your job, you may be
performing work near transmission lines that
could potentially cause severe injury or death
on contact or coming too close. Be aware and
identify the hazards before logging near highvoltage lines. Also refer to the Duke Energy
Electric Transmission Right-of-Way Guidelines/
Restrictions document for your area.
Carolinas:
duke-energy.com/row-guidelines-carolinas
Florida:
duke-energy.com/row-guidelines-florida
Midwest:
duke-energy.com/row-guidelines-midwest
If any type of logging activity or grading is
required within the transmission right of way,
contact your regional asset protection specialist
for approval. Visit duke-energy.com/trees or call
the toll-free number for your region listed in
this brochure.
Contact Duke Energy at least 30 working days
prior to any work near an electric transmission
right of way so we can make site-specific
recommendations.

Treat all transmission lines, regardless of their
operating voltage, with caution:
¡¡
44-kV and 100-kV lines may look similar.
¡¡
Never assume a voltage based on the size

of a structure or conductors.
¡¡
Contact Duke Energy for information

concerning safe operating distances.
Clearance must be maintained by vehicular
traffic while operating near high-voltage
lines at all times.
¡¡
When working in close proximity to power

lines, injury or death can occur without
making direct contact with those lines.
¡¡
Overhead power lines should always be

considered energized.

You may be responsible
When transmission lines cannot operate
due to interference, the outages can cause
monetary loss to customers served by those
transmission lines. Additionally, interference
with transmission lines may cause damage
to those lines and associated facilities. Legal
action to recover these losses or damages may
be pursued against you.
What’s prohibited in Duke Energy
transmission rights of way?
¡¡
Vehicular traffic running parallel to the

transmission line
¡¡
Stockpiling timber or material
¡¡
Felling any tree that will break OSHA

minimum separation guidelines
¡¡
Storage of fuel or any other flammable

material
¡¡
Logging decks

Important OSHA minimum
approach regulation

We can help you:

This table, OSHA 1910.333, applies to
people untrained to work with high-voltage
lines who find themselves working in close
proximity to them. All nonqualified workers
must maintain the minimum approach
distance.

¡¡
Designate appropriate roadway crossings

1910.333 Applies to Nonqualified
Persons Minimum Approach Distance

¡¡
Confirm voltage
¡¡
Review and approve drawings for:

• Compliance with right-of-way restrictions
•C
 ompliance with National Electric
Safety Code
In addition, if a tree cannot be safely
removed without breaking OSHA minimum
separation guidelines, contact Duke Energy
to discuss options.
In an emergency …

Up to 50 kV

10 feet

50 kV up to 200 kV

15 feet

If your equipment makes contact with an
overhead power line, notify Duke Energy
immediately and take these precautions:

200 kV up to 350 kV

20 feet

¡¡
Call 911.

350 to 500 kV

25 feet

500 to 750 kV

35 feet

Plan ahead. Stay safe.
Check the job site for hazards, and know
the location of all overhead power lines and
electrical equipment, including poles and guy
wires.
Consider all overhead lines energized. Identify
the worksite boundaries to keep workers,
vehicles, tools and equipment a safe distance
from electric lines and equipment.

¡¡
Do not attempt to turn off engines or

generators.
¡¡
Move equipment away from the power line

only if it is safe to do so.
¡¡
Remain on equipment until utility workers

arrive and de-energize the power line.
¡¡
Warn others to stay away. Those on the

ground can be injured or killed if they make
contact with the equipment.
¡¡
If you must leave the equipment because

of fire or other dangers, jump off with your
feet together. Never touch the ground and
equipment at the same time. Keeping your
feet together, shuffle or hop away until you
are clear of the area.

Before beginning work, everyone on your crew
should be briefed on where overhead lines and
electric equipment are located.

¡¡
Changes of grade without prior

written approval by a Duke Energy
asset protection specialist
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