
Hydrilla Management at Lake Tillery
What is hydrilla?

Hydrilla is a nonnative aquatic plant that forms nearly 
impenetrable mats of stems and leaves at the surface of the 
water. Like many nonnative species, hydrilla displaces native 
vegetation and grows rapidly. It was introduced in the United 
States decades ago as an aquarium plant but has taken over 
many water reservoirs nationally through accidental release. 
Hydrilla can greatly impact boating as well as water intakes 
on reservoirs where large areas of the plant have become 
established. Its growing season is spring and summer;  
it is dormant mid-fall through the winter.

What can I do about the hydrilla around  
my pier/marina/shoreline?

Effective management of hydrilla is expensive and requires 
multiple growing seasons. The current long-term strategy 
for widespread hydrilla management in Lake Tillery is the 
use of sterile grass carp that will eat the hydrilla. The North 
Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (NCDEQ) in 
coordination with Duke Energy began stocking grass carp  
in Lake Tillery in 2022.  

The Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) allows the  
removal of nonnative invasive aquatic weeds like hydrilla 
with Duke Energy approval. Lake neighbors may seek 
approval for control measures from Duke Energy but should 
understand their efforts are going to have only short-term 
benefits and are unlikely to provide long-term control.  

Who is responsible for managing hydrilla?

The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC), NCDEQ 
and Duke Energy are working together to implement long-
term measures to manage hydrilla at Lake Tillery. The lake 
will be surveyed annually to inform management decisions. 
For more technical information regarding hydrilla and its 
management or to report suspected occurrence of the 
plant, contact the Duke Energy Aquatic Plant Management 
Program at aquaticplants@duke-energy.com. 

Can I buy my own sterile grass carp to put  
in at my own pier/marina/shoreline?

No. The NCWRC regulates the stocking of sterile grass  
carp at Lake Tillery. A permit from the NCWRC is required 
prior to stocking grass carp in public waters like Lake Tillery. 
On large reservoirs like Lake Tillery, the NCWRC works with 
lake managers to stock the appropriate amount of grass carp 
based on annual aquatic plant surveys. This allows for more 
effective management of hydrilla. Contact Mark Fowlkes 
(mark.fowlkes@ncwildlife.org) for information about  
the permitting process.

Can I treat the hydrilla around my pier/marina/
shoreline with an herbicide? 

Lake neighbors are not allowed to apply aquatic herbicides, 
stock grass carp, or use other biological or mechanical 
controls at Lake Tillery. Only state-licensed herbicide 
applicators are allowed to apply herbicides, and they can  
do so only after receiving Duke Energy approval. Lake 
neighbors should email LakeServices@duke-energy.com  
to request approval for hydrilla management activities.  
For additional information about laws governing the 
application of aquatic herbicides, contact Rob Emens  
(rob.emens@ncdenr.gov) with the NCDEQ. 

Does Duke Energy have a list of certified  
herbicide applicators?

Duke Energy does not have a list of state-licensed herbicide 
applicators. Lake neighbors who are interested in locating a 
state-licensed herbicide applicator can find more information 
at the North Carolina Department of Agriculture’s website 
(www.ncagr.gov/SPCAP/pesticides/license.htm).  
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