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Catawba-Wateree Hydroelectric Project Recreation Management Plan 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Why is Duke Energy making recreation improvements now? 
These enhancements are a result of commitments made by Duke Energy and 69 other signatories in the 
Catawba-Wateree Hydro Project Comprehensive Relicensing Agreement (CRA) signed in 2006 and required 
by the federal operating license issued for the hydro project in 2015. As part of the federal license 
requirements, Duke Energy filed and received approval of a Recreation Management Plan in December 
2017.The plan details the recreation amenities to be built, including existing and new access areas, the 
schedule for build-out of the facilities, an operations and maintenance plan, and periodic evaluations of the 
effectiveness of implemented amenities. Duke Energy is legally bound by the federal operating license and the 
CRA to implement these recreation improvements. 
 

What is the number of recreation improvements and what is the schedule for implementation? 
Duke Energy committed to implement 58 recreation projects over the next 20 years, beginning in 2018, 

following approval of the Recreation Management Plan by the federal government. The build-out schedule is 

planned in five-year increments, i.e., 2018-2022, 2023-2027, 2028-2032 and 2033-2037. Of the 58 projects, 32 

are upgrades to existing recreation access areas and 26 are new access areas. More than 80 percent of these 

projects will be completed in the first 10 years of the plan’s implementation. These recreation enhancements 

span 225 miles of the Catawba-Wateree River Basin and cover 11 reservoirs from Lake James in North 

Carolina to Lake Wateree in South Carolina. Details of each recreation project by reservoir can be found in the 

Catawba-Wateree Recreation Management Plan.  

 

How did Duke Energy and the relicensing stakeholders decide which recreation improvements 
were needed for each reservoir? 
Duke Energy went through a very detailed and thorough relicensing process with its stakeholders to gather 

input on their interests for the hydro project, including recreation and other operational aspects. Additionally, 

Duke Energy designed and conducted a detailed recreation use and needs study (RUNS), with stakeholder 

input, to identify the types of recreation uses currently occurring and what types of facilities were needed 

throughout the river basin during the current 40-year license term. The RUNS study was based on recreation 

needs and interests in the upper, middle and lower portions of the 225-mile Catawba-Wateree river basin. 

Recreational interests were balanced against other competing interests of the hydro project operations, 

including lake levels, water quality, plant operations, cultural resources, migratory fish, and rare, threatened 

and endangered species. 
 

What types of recreation amenities will be provided? 
Duke Energy is constructing a variety of recreational amenities that will vary depending upon the specific 

access area. These amenities include boat launches, courtesy docks, picnic and campground facilities, hiking 

trails, swim beaches, fishing piers and bank fishing stations, wildlife viewing facilities, portage trails, restrooms 

and parking areas. The types of amenities constructed were identified through the RUNS results and 

relicensing stakeholder input.  
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Who is paying for these recreation facilities? 
Duke Energy is funding construction of these facilities since they are legal obligations for the new federal 

operating license for the Catawba-Wateree project and binding commitments made under the Comprehensive 

Relicensing Agreement. Costs associated with implementation of these commitments are part of overall hydro 

project operating costs and included in the customer rate base. In some instances where Duke Energy leases 

an access area to a local government, that entity may pursue installation of additional recreation facilities, at 

their cost, following appropriate approvals by Duke Energy, natural resource agencies and the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission. 
 

I am concerned about increased traffic and potential safety of providing a new access area 
near my neighborhood. How does Duke Energy address these types of issues? 
Duke Energy understands concerns of communities when a new public access area or additional amenities to 

an existing access area are constructed nearby. The company strives to be good neighbors in operations of 

our access areas. When concerns are raised, we reach out to discuss our plans with individuals and/or 

neighboring communities and will develop site-specific management plans if necessary to address such 

issues. Some concerns can be addressed up front in engineering design and construction, such as vegetation 

buffers, parking area security lighting and traffic impact analysis of roads leading into the access areas, which 

includes consultation with the N.C. or S.C. departments of transportation. Additionally, we work with our state 

and local partners in ensuring safe operations, which includes local law enforcement, N.C. Wildlife Resources 

Commission, S.C. Department of Natural Resources, marine commissions, and city and county governments.    

If you have a specific safety concern with our access area operations, please contact us by email at 

LakeServices@duke-energy.com or call us at 704.382.8086. 
 

How does Duke Energy manage its access areas? 
Duke Energy uses various methods to manage the day-to-day operations of its recreation access areas.  

We have developed maintenance agreements with the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission to operate 

and maintain many of our access areas in North Carolina. The maintenance activities include trash 

collection, mowing, repairs to access area facilities and law enforcement engagement regarding any 

specific issues, such as loitering, improper use of facilities, etc. Additionally, we have directly leased 

some access areas to local governments so they can manage the facilities to ensure proper use and 

enjoyment by the recreating public. These long-term leases allow local governments to have facilities 

available to their local residents and permits charging a reasonable access fee to offset their 

maintenance costs of the facilities. Finally, Duke Energy also directly employs contractors to perform 

day-to-day maintenance activities at some access areas in the Carolinas. 
 

How does Duke Energy know if access areas are meeting the recreation demand in a particular 
area, given the length of the issued operating license, i.e., over a 40-year period? 
The Catawba-Wateree Recreation Management Plan requires Duke Energy to periodically consult with 

stakeholders on the adequacy of the installed recreation facilities and determine whether those facilities are 

meeting the current use and needs of the recreating public. This periodic stakeholder consultation also 

includes a stipulation to determine if an up-to-date RUNS study is necessary to address any use concerns or 

the adequacy of the installed facilities. This consultation is performed every 10 years over the term of the 40-

year license. 
 

For more details on specific projects for each reservoir and the timeline for implementation, see the 
Catawba-Wateree Recreation Management Plan. 
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