
Over the next year, Duke Energy will be 
performing construction activities on Great 
Falls Reservoir.

These projects are required under the federal license to 
provide additional habitat for aquatic life and improve 
recreation access for the public.

New License for the Catawba-Wateree Hydro Project

In November 2015, Duke Energy received a new license 
for the Catawba-Wateree Project, which includes, among 
others, the Great Falls-Dearborn Development. The license 
issued by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
provides enhancements to water quality, water quantity, 
recreation, fish and wildlife habitat protection and land 
conservation, while helping to ensure Duke Energy’s ability 
to meet customers’ needs with clean, renewable energy.

Modification to the Great Falls Diversion Dams

More than 100 years ago, the Great Falls-Dearborn 
Development was constructed to provide power to the local 
community. In creating Great Falls Reservoir, two dams 
were constructed across separate river channels, which 
resulted in the “diversion” of the river flow. These river 
channels are known as the long bypass and short bypass. 
As part of Duke Energy’s new license to manage the 
Catawba-Wateree Project, the company will return water 
into these diversion channels in a controlled manner to 
provide additional habitat for fish and other aquatic life as 
well as provide recreation opportunities for the public.

Planned Recreation Improvements for Great  
Falls Reservoir
Recreation enhancements for Great Falls Reservoir include 

the following:

• Dearborn Island State Park: Duke Energy will provide 
funding to the S.C. Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism (PRT) to develop a state park on Dearborn Island. 
Duke Energy will build a pedestrian bridge to the island 
from the Great Falls canoe/kayak launch and develop a 
trail to the bridge along with trails on the island.

• Nitrolee Access Area: Duke Energy completed an access 
area that will be the primary location for accessing 
Great Falls Reservoir and the bypass channels. Parking 
and restrooms will be provided as well as a historic 
interpretive center about the remains of the original Arc 
Building that was part of the Nitrolee plant in the early 
1900s. This site will be connected to the lower Great 
Falls sites by the Carolina Thread Trail.

• Lower Great Falls Canoe/Kayak Launch: This site will 
be located near the pedestrian bridge and will provide 
parking and a canoe/kayak launch for access to the 
waters in the lower Great Falls Reservoir.

• Canoe/kayak access trails.

• Access to the short and long bypass river channels.

Planned
Enhancements
at Great Falls Reservoir
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Example of the type of pneumatically controlled gates that will be 
installed to make releases into the Short Bypass River Channel

Long Bypass River Channel – Future Enhancements

Long Bypass Dam Modifications 

Modification of the dam that creates the long bypass river
channel will include the creation of two release points for
flow. One will be used to provide a continuous flow for
improving aquatic habitat downstream of the diversion dam
as well as recreational flow. The other entrance will be used
only for flow for recreational use, helping to provide the
safest possible passage into the river for boaters who wish
to navigate the 2.25 miles of the downstream channel. This
section of the river will contain Class II and III rapids.

Short Bypass Dam Modification 

Farther south on Great Falls Reservoir, pneumatically
controlled steel gates will be installed on more than 500
feet of the short bypass to provide aquatic flows, recreation
releases and flood management. This section of river can
be accessed for recreation via the Great Falls canoe/kayak
access trail. The short bypass is approximately 0.75 mile
long, and the recreation releases will have a faster flow of 
water than those in the long bypass, creating Class III and 
IV rapids for advanced paddlers.

Schedule 

Construction on the short and long bypass is scheduled 
to finish by the end of 2022. All facilities are currently 
planned to open for public recreation in the spring of 2023.

To safely perform the work on the dams, Great Falls
Reservoir will need to be maintained 12-15 feet below full
pond during construction.

During high inflow events, the lake level will rise but will
be drawn back down to resume construction when the high
inflow event has ended.

For questions or additional information, please visit
duke-energy.com/lakes or contact Duke Energy
Lake Services at 800.443.5193.
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