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1 Introduction 

Belews Lake provides cooling water for the Belews Creek Steam Station. At a full pond elevation 
of 725 feet (ft) above mean sea level (amsl) the lake has approximately 88 miles of shoreline and 
3,863 acres of surface area. Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC (Duke Energy) provides public 
recreational access to the lake by providing two public access areas maintained and managed by the 
North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC): Piney Bluff Access Area and Pine 
Hall Access Area. 

Duke Energy owns all the land within and immediately adjacent to Belews Lake. Therefore, 
adjoining property owners own waterview, not waterfront, property. Duke Energy grants shoreline 
access leases to adjacent property owners for permission to access the lake across Duke Energy 
property and, in limited cases, to maintain existing private piers. 

2 Overview: Goals & Objectives 

The purpose of these guidelines is to provide detailed procedures and criteria for the use of Duke 
Energy shoreline property along the shoreline of Belews Lake. The primary goals are to: 

 Comply with regulatory requirements 

 Provide for public and private access to Duke Energy lands while appropriately managing 
natural, cultural, and recreational resources and protecting the primary function of Belews 
Lake—supporting electricity production. 

3 General Guidelines for Use of Shoreline Property at Belews Lake 

3.1 Any property owner adjoining the Duke Energy-owned lands surrounding Belews Lake must 
have a valid access lease in place prior to crossing the Duke Energy property for access or use 
of the shoreline of Belews Lake. New shoreline access leases may be obtained from Duke 
Energy. Refer to Section 4, Application Process. 

3.2 These guidelines are not intended to be all-inclusive. Use of shoreline property will be 
evaluated on a case-by-case basis. Duke Energy reserves the right to make special rulings in 
cases not specifically covered by these guidelines. These guidelines are subject to revision at 
Duke Energy’s discretion. 

3.3 Duke Energy leased property associated with an individual lot is allocated by extending 
invisible lines from the side lot lines across company property to the water of the Lake. All 
facilities located on the leased Duke Energy property should be within the confines of these 
lines and not encroach on another lot’s allocated lease area.   

3.4 Any improvements on Duke Energy property or over the waters of Belews Lake, including 
the removal of vegetation except as described in Section 5, Vegetation Management, 
alteration of shoreline features, construction of any structure, or any land disturbing activity 
without specific written authorization from Duke Energy is prohibited. Failure to obtain such 
written approval from Duke Energy prior to conducting unauthorized activities on Duke 
Energy property or over water could result in a fine, legal action by Duke Energy or affected 
regulatory agencies, and/or cancellation of the access lease. 

3.5 Construction of walkways within the leased area may be allowed but lessees must submit a 
Lake Permit application and receive Duke Energy approval prior to construction. 
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3.6 All activities must comply with applicable building codes and all applicable local, state and 
federal regulations. 

3.7 All necessary governmental permits or approvals and written authorization from Duke Energy 
must be obtained by the applicant prior to beginning any activity/construction on Duke 
Energy property. 

3.8 Duke Energy reserves the right for its representatives to enter Duke Energy-owned property, 
as well as any and all leased areas without notice or constraint. 

3.9 Maintenance of bridges, roads, and utility crossings must be completed per the right-of-way 
(ROW) agreement and stay within the boundaries of the ROW. Any work to be done or 
equipment used outside the ROW on Duke Energy property may require additional submittals 
to Duke Energy, and prior written authorization would be required. 

3.10 No heavy equipment or soil disturbance is allowed on Duke Energy property without written 
permission from Duke Energy. 

3.11 Shoreline property may also fall within Duke Energy’s forest management program or within 
the hunting/agriculture lease program. Under such circumstances, consultation with 
additional Duke Energy personnel (i.e., the Forest/Timber Manager) is required to ensure 
compliance with additional guidelines and requirements. 

4 Application Process 

There are two types of applications at Belews Lake—shoreline access lease applications and lake 
permit applications. They are available on the Duke Energy website. A fee is required for both 
types of applications. 

4.1 Lease Application 

The applicant for a shoreline lease must be the owner of the tract of land immediately adjoining the 
Duke Energy property separating that tract of land from Belews Lake. This application must be 
completed to obtain a lease. When lessee transfers title of the property adjoining the leased area, 
the seller must notify Duke Energy of the sale of the property. Buyers must submit a shoreline 
lease application to Duke Energy to initiate the lease transfer process. 

4.2 Lake Permit Application 

A lessee may request approval to maintain an existing pier or stabilize shoreline by submitting a 
complete lake permit application to the address listed on the application. Duke Energy will not 
accept a lake permit application without a valid lease on file. 

Once the applicant has satisfied Duke Energy’s requirements, Duke Energy will provide an 
approval letter. The applicant must have approval from Duke Energy before beginning any 
construction or land disturbance on Duke Energy property. 

Note: Duke Energy reserves the right to reject or modify any proposed construction plans if the 
proposed construction is deemed to be unsafe for the general public, doesn’t exhibit sound 
construction methods, or is determined to adversely impact environmental conditions, aquatic or 
terrestrial habitats, or is not compatible with goals to protect aesthetic values of the shoreline. 

Duke Energy reserves the right to make periodic inspections of permitted activities or facilities 

during and after construction to ensure compliance with permit conditions. After construction is 
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completed, the permit holder must notify Duke Energy, and Duke Energy will make the final 
inspection to verify compliance. 

5 Vegetation Management 

Vegetation management and maintenance of vegetated terrestrial and riparian areas is important 
for protecting and enhancing lake values. Riparian and terrestrial areas filter runoff and can help 
reduce shoreline erosion when vegetation extends to and/or below the shoreline, thus helping to 
reduce sedimentation and protect water quality. Vegetated shorelines also provide  wildlife 
habitat and can enhance recreational opportunities. Therefore, the following guidelines are 
intended to ensure a vegetated buffer remains in place around Belews Lake. 

5.1 Vegetation Management Activities that do not Require Duke Energy Approval 

Lessees are allowed to implement the following landscaping activities without prior approval from 
Duke Energy: 

 Landscaping activities including but not limited to: 

o Planting of native vegetation on Duke Energy property 

o Cutting, trimming, and maintaining plants, trees, and shrubs less than three inches in 
diameter at breast height (i.e., 4.5 feet above ground) 

o Clearing a pathway to the shoreline no wider than five feet. The pathway must be of 
natural ground cover and follow the contour of the land. 

 Activities necessary for clearing debris from leased lands following storms. However, trees 
that fall into the lake and do not block or unnecessarily restrict navigational access should be 
left in place to benefit fish and/or wildlife habitat. 

 If a tree is in imminent danger of falling and damaging property, the tree may be cut, so long 
as it is left on the leased area and Duke Energy is notified within 48 hours with pictures 
demonstrating the imminent danger. Duke Energy reserves the right to require another tree 
be planted at lessee’s expense to replace the one that was cut. 

5.2 Vegetation Management Activities that Require Duke Energy Approval 

Lessees must receive written approval from Duke Energy before beginning any of the following 
activities: 

 Cutting or removal of a diseased, dying, or dead tree larger than three inches in diameter as 
measured at the height of 4.5 feet above ground. To request permission to remove a tree, 
applicants must provide the following information to Duke Energy: 

o A written request (email is acceptable), stating the reason for removal 

o Drawing of leased area showing property lines, permitted structures, shoreline, and 
location and types of tree(s) to be removed 

o Pictures of tree(s) to be removed 

o A letter signed by a Certified Arborist stating the reason the tree should be removed 
(not required but will expedite the process) 

If it is determined the tree(s) can be removed, a letter will be mailed from Duke Energy 
granting permission to remove the requested tree(s). 
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 Activities necessary for clearing debris and pruning existing trees (larger than 3-inch 
diameter at 4.5 feet above ground) as a result of substantial alteration of the natural forested 
canopy by extreme weather conditions (e.g., wind and ice storms) will be considered on an 
individual basis. A written request to Duke Energy (email is acceptable) will initiate the 
review of such requests. 

 Trees that Duke Energy authorizes to be removed from leased lands must be replaced with 
trees as specified and approved by Duke Energy. The replacement trees must be regularly 
maintained to meet a minimum 5-year survival rate. Trees that do not survive must be 
replaced and monitored for 5 years. Trees that are authorized to be cut (not removed) from 
the shoreline should be securely anchored along the shoreline to improve fish and/or 
wildlife habitat or placed in the buffer as a downed log. 

6 Shoreline Stabilization 

Shoreline stabilization is allowed to control soil erosion. Adjoining property owners with a valid 
shoreline lease may apply for approval to install shoreline stabilization structures subject to the 
following requirements: 

 A lessee desiring to stabilize the leased shoreline must obtain written authorization from 
Duke Energy prior to beginning any activity. Applicants are encouraged to consider 
landscape plantings and then rock as option. Riprap use should be limited only to that 
necessary to adequately stabilize the existing eroded bank. 

 Hard walls are prohibited. 

 Stabilization must comply with all applicable local, state, and federal regulations. All 
necessary governmental permits or approvals and written authorization from Duke Energy 
must be obtained by the applicant prior to beginning any activity/construction along the 
shoreline of Belews Lake. 

 Stabilization must be completed as described in the approved application and within twelve 
months from the date of written Duke Energy approval. 

7 Dredging/Excavation 

Dredging and excavation in Belews Lake is prohibited. 

8 Private, Multi-Slip, and Commercial Pier/Marina Facilities 

 No new private, multi-slip, or commercial pier or marina facilities will be authorized on 
Belews Lake. 

 For existing private, multi-slip, and commercial pier and marina facilities, a valid lease 
must be in place with the immediately adjoining property owner. 

 A single boat lift or sport port can only be placed inside an approved existing slip. Existing 
piers cannot have any type of boat lift or sport port added to the structure that would 
increase the number of watercraft that can be moored at the structure. 

 An approved existing private pier facility can be maintained with Duke Energy approval but 
must conform with the restrictions in the lease. All approved pier maintenance work must 
be completed within twelve months of Duke Energy’s written approval. 



Belews Lake Shoreline Guidelines 7 February 2020  

 Reflectors or reflective tape should be placed on the two furthermost corners of the structure 
that extends into the water. 

 Structures cannot extend into the right-of-way limits of any existing or planned overhead, 
electricity-carrying utility line. 

 Facilities cannot have permanent roofs or be enclosed. 

 Structures built within the lake must not contain sinks, toilets, showers, or any other type of 
device which could cause any liquid or solid waste to be discharged into the lake. 

 Only encapsulated flotation material specific for marine use as approved by the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, that is puncture resistant, and will not sink if punctured may be used. 
Use of steel drums and repurposed boat pontoons as flotation devices is prohibited. 

 Pier facilities may not extend more than 1/3 the distance to the opposite shoreline as 
measured from the full pond contour or extend more than 26 feet waterward of the full pond 
contour whichever is more limiting. 

 Private piers must not exceed 144 square feet. 

 All facilities on the Duke Energy property must be well-maintained. Failure to properly 
maintain facilities on Duke Energy property may result in the cancellation of any existing 
lease and the removal of the facility and restoration of the property at the expense of the 
lessee. 

 Existing permitted piers that do not comply with these guidelines may remain in the leased 
area or over the water for their useful lives, as long as they are in compliance with federal, 
state, and local laws and regulations. When major repairs involving more than 50 percent of 
the value of the structure are made, the structure must be repaired so as to be in compliance 
with these guidelines. If an existing structure is destroyed by any means, the replacement 
structure must be built in compliance with these guidelines. All modifications to existing 
facilities are subject to these guidelines so that any preexisting noncompliance is not 
increased. 

9 Other Rules at Belews Lake 

 No overnight camping on Duke Energy property around Belews Lake, which includes the 
islands and lands that are not leased, without Duke Energy written approval. No trespassing 
in these areas after sunset and before sunrise except for authorized activities. 

 No municipal or non-Duke Energy water withdrawals will be allowed on Belews Lake. 

 No new ski ramps or slalom courses will be allowed on Belews Lake. 

 No advertising signs are allowed to be located on the Duke Energy shoreline property. “For 

Sale” signs should be placed on the private property that is actually for sale. 

 No power boat race courses are allowed. 

 Hunting, trapping, and use of duck blinds may be pursued at the user’s own risk and must 
be done in accordance with the applicable federal, state, and local regulations. Contact the 
NCWRC for additional information. 
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10 Items Prohibited on Leased Shoreline Property 

The following items and uses are prohibited on Duke Energy shoreline property at Belews Lake. 
This list is not intended to be all-inclusive. 

a) Swimming pools 
b) Storage buildings or other structures 
c) Houses, including residential roof overhangs 
d) Porches or other attachments to residential structures 
e) Decks or patios on leased land without prior written approval by Duke Energy 
f) Garages or carports 
g) Wells, pumps, or other methods of water withdrawal 
h) Animal lots and houses 
i) Satellite dishes 
j) Rope swings 
k) Water pumps or fuel pumps 
l) Encroachments on adjoining leased areas 
m) Electrical service that does not meet National Electric Safety Code requirements 
n) Assignment or subletting of leased area without prior written approval by Duke Energy 
o) Storage of vehicles other than watercraft at a permitted pier 
p) Underwater or partially submerged structures or facilities which could pose a safety hazard 
q) Burning 
r) Storage or disposal of any regulated materials 
s) Water gardens, fountains, or underground lawn sprinkler systems 
t) Discharge of any concentrated runoff; that is, concentrating stormwater runoff into a single 

pipe or improperly constructed ditch that discharges onto Duke Energy property and 
accelerates erosion 

u) Discharge or disposal of any material not specifically approved by Duke Energy 
v) Fuel or other storage tanks 
w) Private boat ramps 
x) Littering or dumping of trash, debris, or other waste 
y) Abandonment of personal property 
z) Uses that violate an applicable federal, state or local law or regulation 
aa) Activities identified as prohibited by Duke Energy 


